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In 1894 the nation’s economy was in crisis and Chicago’s residents were suffering from the effects of 
recession and corruption in city government. Lyman Gage, Jane Addams, and Bertha Palmer were among 
the prominent civic leaders who joined together that year to found the Civic Federation. The organization’s 
purpose was to address the city’s economic, political, and moral climate through research, information, and 
action. The first meeting of the Civic Federation was held at the Palmer House, where members agreed to 
make Chicago “the best governed, the healthiest, and the cleanest city in the country.”

The Federation’s early crusades against vices in the 19th century transitioned into a focus on government 
research as the organization became one of the first in the nation to battle government inefficiency and 
promote rational taxation, a mission that would continue throughout the 20th century and beyond. 

In recent years, the Civic Federation has expanded the scope of its research beyond a traditional focus on 
local governments in Northeast Illinois to include the State of Illinois, while remaining true to the non-
partisan mission established by its founding members. The Federation helps governments reduce their costs 
and improve the quality of government services by: 

• Promoting opportunities to reform local tax structures;

• Guarding against wasteful expenditure of public funds; and

• Serving as a technical resource to public officials and opinion leaders 
 through non-partisan tax and fiscal research.

One hundred and fifteen years after its founding, as governments in Illinois and across the country 
face severe economic difficulties, the Civic Federation continues to recommend actionable, common 
sense reforms that will ensure our governments’ future fiscal viability without overburdening current and 
future taxpayers.
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It is a great pleasure to welcome you to the Civic Federation’s 2009 Annual Awards Luncheon as we join 
together to recognize two of Chicago’s outstanding civic leaders.

This year we are privileged to honor both an extraordinary individual and an exceptional company that 
exemplify the best tradition of civic leadership in Chicago:

• The 2009 Lyman J. Gage Award for Outstanding Civic Contribution is a very well deserved 
acknowledgement of the civic accomplishments of Richard L. Thomas, Retired Chairman, First Chicago 
NBD Corporation.

• The 2009 Addams-Palmer Award for Exemplary Civic Involvement recognizes the long history of 
commendable civic participation by Molex Incorporated. We are so pleased that Vice Chairman and CEO 
Martin P. Slark will be accepting the award on behalf of Molex.

Since its founding 115 years ago, the Civic Federation has been a strong voice for responsible government, 
but it can only be as effective as we make it.  Over the years, we have learned our community can thrive and 
flourish only through the civic involvement of the individuals and corporations that call Chicago home.  We 
sincerely appreciate the members of the business and civic community who have joined us today to honor 
these outstanding leaders and support their common goal of improving Chicago.  

It has been a pleasure to serve as co-chairs of this special event.  Thank you for your participation today and 
for your continued support of the Civic Federation.  

ANDREW J. MCKENNA 
Chairman
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S A L U T A T I O N  S P E A K E R 
CHRISTINE RADOGNO

Christine Radogno is the Senate Republican Leader and the first female Caucus 
Leader in General Assembly history.  She has served in the Illinois Senate since 
1997, and she currently represents the 41st District in Cook, DuPage, and Will 
counties.

Leader Radogno is a leading budget expert and negotiator for the Senate 
Republican Caucus.  She is widely respected for her knowledge of the state 
budget process and her commitment to fiscal responsibility.  Radogno has been 
a long-time advocate for ethical and fiscal reforms in Illinois state government, 

actively working to promote debt responsibility and to restore discipline and accountability to the state’s 
borrowing and contracting practices. 

Her human services background has reinforced her dedication to fostering a responsible health care system 
in Illinois.  Radogno has sponsored Medicaid reform legislation advocating common-sense changes to 
Illinois’ public health system.  In the past she has introduced measures to create parity within the health 
care system and to expand medical assistance to indigent families, elderly individuals, children, and persons 
with disabilities.

Before running for the Senate, Christine Radogno served as Village of LaGrange trustee (1989-1996).  Prior to 
her experience as a trustee, she worked as a social worker at Mercy Center for Health Care Services.  Senator 
Radogno has received numerous awards throughout her legislative career, including awards honoring her 
commitment to health care and human services, economic development, and Illinois agriculture.

Senator Radogno was educated in the Chicago area.  She holds a Master’s degree in Social Work and a 
Bachelor’s degree from Loyola University Chicago.  Senator Radogno lives in Lemont.  She and her husband 
have three adult children.



1995  Edward A. Brennan, Sears, Roebuck and Co.
1996  Stuart A. Oran, United Airlines, Inc.
1997  Richard C. Notebaert, Chicago ‘96
1998  Verne G. Istock, First Chicago NBD Corporation
1999  H. Laurance Fuller & Sir John Browne, BP Amoco
2000  Jack Greenberg, McDonald’s Corporation
2001  M. Hill Hammock, LaSalle Bank
2002  Harvey Medvin, Aon Corporation
2003  William Davis, RR Donnelley
2004  Frank Clark, Exelon Corporation
2005   Edgar D. Jannotta, William Blair & Company, L.L.C. 
2006  Edward M. Liddy, Allstate Corporation
2007  Michael H. Moskow, Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago
2008  Raymond F. McCaskey, BlueCross BlueShield of Illinois

THE ADDAMS-PALMER AWARD

Presented for the first time in 1995, this award honors Jane Addams and Bertha Honoré Palmer, two outstanding 
Chicagoans who helped form the Civic Federation.  In their memory, the Addams-Palmer Award for Exemplary Civic 
Involvement is given each year in recognition of outstanding civic participation by an individual or institution.

Nobel Peace Prize winner Jane Addams, who founded the world-renowned Hull House on Chicago’s Near West 
Side, is remembered for her passionate dedication to social reform. Miss Addams embodied the civic pride, altruism, 
optimism, energy, and determination that characterized an entire generation of Chicago reformers. Through her 
heartfelt commitment to the immigrants served by Hull House, Miss Addams grew into a major force for change 
in Chicago politics. As a founder of the Civic Federation, she battled corruption in City Hall, joining forces with 
business leaders, social activists, and other concerned citizens with the goal of making Chicago “the best governed, the 
healthiest, and the cleanest city in the country.” 

The wife of Chicago’s richest man, Bertha Honoré Palmer was the acknowledged leader of Chicago society, known for 
her superb taste, her generous philanthropy, and her keen sense of social justice. She gained national prominence as 
the president of the Board of Lady Managers of the Columbian Exposition of 1893. Although the ladies’ board was 
originally intended to be largely honorary, the ladies – under Mrs. Palmer’s guidance – succeeded in creating one of 
the gems of the Exposition, the Women’s Building.  A friend of Jane Addams, Mrs. Palmer gave both time and money 
to support Hull House and joined with Miss Addams in launching the Civic Federation. After her husband’s death in 
1902, Mrs. Palmer took over active management of his $8 million estate; she more than doubled the estate’s value over 
the next decade. On her death, she left the Art Institute of Chicago more than 50 paintings by Cassatt, Monet, Renoir, 
Manet, Degas, and many others; those works now make up the heart of the Art Institute’s Impressionist collection. 

PREVIOUS RECIPIENTS OF THE ADDAMS-PALMER AWARD



Established in Brookfield, Illinois in 1938, Molex Incorporated is a global manufacturer 
of electronic components. With its world headquarters now in Lisle, Molex is one of 
the largest corporations in the Chicago area, operating 45 plants in 17 countries and 
employing 25,000 people.

For more than 70 years, Molex and its founding family, the Krehbiels, have had a far-
reaching impact on civic life in the Chicago area. Like the connectors the company 
produces for everything from computers to cars, their generous support for a range 
of charitable and cultural institutions and civic causes has been a key component to 
improving the lives of citizens throughout our community.  

Among the notable beneficiaries of Molex’s philanthropy is Rush University Medical 
Center, where the company has been one of the largest corporate donors and has 

lent its management expertise to help govern the institution. Molex executives have advanced Rush’s mission as an 
academic medical center by endowing professorships at Rush and by providing financial aid for students.

Molex and its leaders have been active at Brookfield Zoo for two generations and kicked off the zoo’s capital campaign 
with an extremely generous contribution. The campaign’s goal is no less than a transformation of the zoo that will add 
state-of-the-art facilities to house its animals and to better educate visitors about conservation and nature. 

Molex is also involved with three of Chicago’s world-class museums, emphasizing innovation and facilities development, 
just as the company does within its own operations. Molex has provided strong support for science education in Chicago 
at the Museum of Science and Industry, where the company has sponsored a popular program that brings live open-
heart surgery into classrooms through video conferencing. Molex has given major assistance to the Chicago History 
Museum, connecting Chicagoans to their history by providing support for the housing, storage, and conservation 
of the museum’s collection of 22 million items. The company has also sustained Chicago’s artistic past and future 
through a long involvement with both the Museum and the School of the Art Institute of Chicago. 

Molex and its executives support many other institutions and causes, including the Lyric Opera of Chicago, Millennium 
Park, the Chicago Botanic Garden, Morton Arboretum, Children’s Memorial Hospital, Junior Achievement of 
Chicago, and the United Way of Metropolitan Chicago. 

In addition to its hometown, Molex also invests in communities around the world where its plants are located. The 
company looks to ensure the health of its workers and the environment through its ECOCARE initiative. ECOCARE 

emphasizes outstanding corporate citizenship through reducing the environmental impact of Molex’s products.

ADDAMS-PALMER AWARD RECIPIENT
MOLEX INCORPORATED

Accepted by
Martin P. Slark

Vice Chairman and CEO



 
1982  Alan Greenspan
1983  Donald Regan
1984  Lavern W. Kron
1985  Philip M. Klutznick  
1986  John E. Swearingen
1987  Edward A. Brennan  
1988  James F. Beré
1989  Frank W. Considine  
1990  Richard M. Morrow
1991  Stanton R. Cook  
1992  Robert W. Galvin
1993  William L. Weiss
1995  Hillary Rodham Clinton

1996  Henry Hyde
1997  Daniel E. McLean
1998  James J. O’Connor
1999  Ruth M. Rothstein
2000  Clark Burrus
2001  John H. Bryan
2002  Andrew J. McKenna
2003   William A. Osborn
2004  Lester Crown
2005  W. James Farrell
2006   John W. Rogers, Jr.
2007  Patrick G. Ryan
2008  John W. Rowe 

THE LYMAN J.  GAGE AWARD

In keeping with the civic commitment and vision of its first president, the Civic Federation annually presents the Lyman 
J. Gage Award for Outstanding Civic Contribution to an individual who has consistently demonstrated dedication to 
civic concerns in the Chicago area.

Lyman Judson Gage (1836-1927) was born in upstate New York. He moved to Chicago as a young man and began 
working for The First National Bank, where he rose from cashier to bank president. 

In 1889 Chicago’s City Council launched a bid to host a World’s Fair commemorating the 400th anniversary of 
Christopher Columbus’ voyage to the New World. Gage was one of 100 prominent citizens appointed to a committee 
to promote Chicago’s bid. At the time, public opinion was mixed on the wisdom of investing in such an extravagant 
undertaking. However, Gage saw the proposed Fair as an opportunity to showcase Chicago as a world-class city and 
led a $10 million fundraising drive to build the World’s Columbian Exposition. Although cynics predicted disaster, 
the 1893 Exposition was a great critical and financial success. More than 27 million people visited the Fair during its 
six-month run, and it provided an important source of jobs during a time of national economic depression.

In the wake of the Fair, Chicago confronted serious economic challenges compounded by widespread corruption in 
city government. In response, Gage helped to organize a series of conferences to address the problems of rampant 
poverty, gambling, and prostitution. At one of the conferences, the featured speaker was journalist William T. Stead, 
author of the muckraking book, If Christ Came to Chicago. Stead’s speech so electrified the audience that they resolved 
to join together to address Chicago’s urgent need for reform. That group became the Civic Federation, which was 
formally incorporated in February 1894. Gage was elected president of the Civic Federation at its incorporation, 
Bertha Palmer was vice president, and Jane Addams served as a trustee.

In 1897 Gage joined the cabinet of President William McKinley as Secretary of the Treasury. He was reappointed by 
President Theodore Roosevelt but left in 1902 to become the president of the United States Trust Company in New 
York.  Gage retired in 1906 to San Diego.

PREVIOUS RECIPIENTS OF THE LYMAN J.  GAGE AWARD



LYMAN J.  GAGE AWARD RECIPIENT
RICHARD L.  THOMAS

Richard L. Thomas is Retired Chairman, First Chicago NBD Corporation and The 
First National Bank of Chicago. 

Mr. Thomas has served on numerous corporate boards and is currently a director of 
Commonwealth Edison. He is a trustee of Rush University Medical Center and the 
Chicago Botanic Garden, a life trustee and past chairman of the board of Kenyon 
College, a life trustee and past chairman of the board of the Chicago Symphony 
Orchestra, and a life trustee of Northwestern University. He also served as chairman 
of The Chicago Council on Global Affairs, formerly known as The Chicago Council 
on Foreign Relations. 

In addition, Mr. Thomas is a member and past chairman of The Commercial Club of Chicago and its Civic Committee 
and a member of Metropolis 2020, a regional planning organization he helped found. He is a member and past 
president of The Economic Club of Chicago. Mr. Thomas recently became a founding member of CHANGE Illinois, 
a coalition of representatives from the civic, business, professional, and philanthropic communities committed to 
campaign finance reform in Illinois.

Mr. Thomas has received numerous awards and has served as chairman of many not-for-profits in Illinois, including 
as past general campaign chairman of the United Way/Crusade of Mercy and past chairman of the Glenwood School 
for Boys. In addition, Mr. Thomas is a past president of The Bankers Roundtable, the Association of Reserve City 
Bankers, the Association of Bank Holding Companies, and past chairman of the Advisory Committee of the Export-
Import Bank of the United States.  

In 1958 Mr. Thomas joined The First National Bank of Chicago and soon took on increasing responsibilities in 
domestic and international banking. In 1965 he opened and managed the bank’s first foreign branch in London. He 
was named senior vice president and general manager of the holding company, First Chicago Corporation, when it 
was formed in 1969 and was promoted to executive vice president in 1972. He was elected president of the parent 
company in May 1974 and became president of the bank in December 1975.  On January 1, 1992, he was elected 
chairman, president, and chief executive officer.  He became chairman of First Chicago NBD Corporation upon its 
formation on December 1, 1995. He retired in 1996 after 38 years at the bank.

He received his B.A. degree summa cum laude in 1953 from Kenyon College, where he was a member of the Phi Beta 
Kappa honor society.  After study as a Fulbright Scholar at the University of Copenhagen in 1954, he joined Inland 
Steel Company’s management training program, but was called to military duty the following year.  After serving with 
Army Intelligence in Iceland, he entered the Harvard Graduate School of Business Administration, where he received 
his M.B.A. degree with distinction in 1958, was named a George F. Baker Scholar, and decided on a banking career.

Richard Thomas was born in Marion, Ohio on January 11, 1931.  He and his wife, Helen, live in Winnetka, Illinois.



On behalf of the Board of Directors of the Civic Federation, we would like to welcome you 
to the 2009 Civic Federation Awards Luncheon. Thank you for joining us as we honor 
two outstanding Chicago civic leaders, Richard Thomas and Molex Incorporated. 

It is the Civic Federation’s great honor to present the Lyman J. Gage Award to a man 
with fifty years of civic leadership. Just like Lyman Gage a century before, Dick Thomas 
is a legendary Chicago banker with a dual career in civic and charitable engagement. 
Most recently he has emerged as a public champion for government ethics reform as a 
vocal member of the CHANGE Illinois commission. Chicago institutions as diverse as 
the Civic Committee of The Commercial Club and the Chicago Botanic Garden are 
thriving because of Dick Thomas’ leadership.

The Federation is also very privileged to be recognizing Molex, a leading supplier of 
connectors for electronics, with the Addams-Palmer Award for Exemplary Civic 
Involvement.  Molex’s corporate philanthropy is vital to many of our charitable and cultural 
organizations, from the natural wonders of the Brookfield Zoo to the interpretations 
of nature at the Art Institute. Molex and its executives, led by Co-Chairmen Frederick 
and John Krehbiel and CEO Martin Slark, have long been essential civic connectors 
in Chicago.

This luncheon would not be possible without the leadership of our luncheon co-chairmen, 
five of Chicago’s most talented business leaders, whose advice and support have sustained 
many of our most prominent civic and cultural organizations. Our sincere thanks go out 
to John A. Canning, Jr., Lester Crown, W. James Farrell, Andrew J. McKenna, and John 
W. Rowe. They are outstanding civic leaders in their own right.

A MESSAGE FROM

TH O M A S J .  MCNU LT Y
CH A I R M A N O F  T H E BOA R D O F  DI R E C T O R S

LAU R E N C E J .  MSA L L
PR E S I D E N T

Thomas J. McNulty

Laurence J. Msall

As our nation’s economic crisis continues to impact all Illinoisans, scarce tax dollars have become even scarcer for our 
local and state governments. During this difficult time, the Civic Federation’s budget recommendations, which the 
Chicago Tribune recently called the “best and gutsiest,” are more important than ever. As public officials face a future 
of straitened circumstances, they are increasingly turning to the Federation for guidance. From Chicago’s City Hall to 
Springfield and throughout Illinois, the demand for our non-partisan and balanced positions has never been higher.

The Civic Federation’s nationally-recognized leadership in public pension research, like all the work we do, would 
not be possible without our dedicated Board of Directors. These businesspeople give unstintingly of their time to 
the Federation’s governance and generously of their expertise to our many policy committees. We would particularly 
like to thank the Executive Committee; Vice Chairmen A.G. Anglum, Mark Davis, and Thomas Livingston; and our 
Treasurer, Joseph Starshak. 

We also owe a great deal to the work of our committee chairmen: Aileen Blake of the Audit Committee, Bert Nuehring 
of the DuPage Committee, William Ketchum of the Healthcare Committee, Charles Gardner of the Investment 
Committee, Richard Ciccarone and James Spiotto of the Pension Committee, Whitney Carlisle and Timothy Moran 
of the Property Tax Committee, A.G. Anglum of the Research Committee, Carol Garnant and Joseph Starshak of the 
State Budget Committee, and Tom Livingston of the State Debt and Infrastructure Committee.

Our sincere thanks go out to everyone in attendance today. Your support for our honorees and the Civic Federation is 
what makes Chicago’s business community so special. It is your generosity and commitment to civic betterment that 
makes the improvement of government efficiency and operations a reality. Thank you again for joining us as we honor 
Richard L. Thomas and Molex Incorporated.
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